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“We have come into an intimate experience with God’s love, and we trust in the
love he has for us.”
— 1 John 4:16 TPT

“Jesus loves you more than you will know.” - Simon & Garfunkel

Welcome to Your Awakening!
I sat in my car at a red light on the corner of Bluemound and Northland on a
sunny August afternoon when Jesus unmistakably spoke these words into my
heart:
“I created you to love you.”

The relief that flooded through my being at hearing these words was
palpable. This simple encounter with Jesus charted a new course in my life as my
very purpose for existence had now been defined by love. I went from
wondering if I was a lab rat in a cosmic experiment that sometimes seemed cruel,
to being introduced to the idea that I am a secure beloved son of God.
Only the week before, I was carpooling in a van with the leadership team
from church heading home from a Vineyard church conference in Duluth,
Minnesota. I asked them all to pray for me to understand grace. It was
particularly hard for me to admit I didn’t understand grace because I was one of
the worship leaders! Now God was answering my prayer. God always responds
to humility.
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My profound lack of understanding of grace and the true nature of God had
robbed me of the courage to have children for eight years. I knew I wanted to
impart a healthy spirituality to my children that, at the time, I knew I didn’t
possess. Within another week after hearing Jesus’ words, my wife and I learned
that we were expecting our first child. We named her Elisabeth Grace.
During that season, and following, I received many more revelations of the
grace of God. I came to know the real Jesus who perfectly reveals the true nature
of our loving heavenly Papa.
Jesus Christ, whom the Scriptures reveal as the Creator1 and whose Spirit fills
all things everywhere,2 loves you more than you think he does! As the Scriptures
reveal, “God is love… in whom we live and move and have our being.”3 Our
role, as “created to be loved” beings, is to receive God’s love.
“I pray that… you will be empowered to discover what every holy one
experiences—the great magnitude of the astonishing love of Christ in all its
dimensions. How deeply intimate and far-reaching is his love! How enduring
and inclusive it is! Endless love beyond measurement that transcends our
understanding—this extravagant love pours into you until you are filled to
overflowing with the fullness of God!” — Ephesians 3:18-19 TPT

We are in the midst of Awakening. People everywhere are waking up to the
reality of this astonishing, intimate, endless love of Christ. We are all in the
process of discovering who Christ really is and our identity “in” Christ!
ALL of you are on a journey toward Awakening and encountering Jesus for
yourself. As the Scriptures say, “Every eye will see him”4, and, “they shall all be
taught by God.”5
We will explore in coming chapters what being a Christian Mystic means and
make it practical with a few helpful spiritual practices. Of course this book is not
the “end all be all” of capturing what it is to be a Christian Mystic. It mainly
focuses on the main point of it all:
Intimacy.
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Being a Christian Mystic is about enjoying intimacy with Jesus Christ and
with the Father and enjoying conscious loving union with God. It is about being
a friend of God. I love breaking down the word intimacy like this: “Into-me-yousee”
If you have seen the movie Avatar you will recall these three simple words
that were infused with such profound weight and meaning: “I see you.” One of
God’s names is “the God Who Sees Me.6” Jesus sees you!
Take a moment. Envision Jesus looking directly into your eyes and hear him
say:
“I see you.”

What does this do for your heart to know that you are known and you are
loved? Yes, you were created to experience God’s intimate love and friendship.
Once you see how much you are known and loved, you will learn to relax into
the comfort of his affirming eyes. Yes, the Way of Jesus is to rest into the comfort
of knowing he fully accepts you and has fully reconciled you. Jesus sees you and
loves you.
God is no respecter of persons. This means you have as much access to Jesus
and the Father as anyone. The scandalous truth of the Good News is that you are
now as close to God as Jesus is! For the Scriptures teach us that Christ has
ascended and brought you with him! You are seated with Christ in the heavenly
realms!7 Christ could not have brought you any higher or closer the the Father’s
heart than you are right now! If we don’t see the truth of this, then what needs
healing is our sight.8
In fact, the Scripture reveals that the Father loves you as much as he loves
Jesus!9 We will delve into this marvelous mystery together throughout the course
of this book.
Heaven is working with all of us from the place of the finished work of Christ
and what he accomplished on the cross. The Scriptures declare that “as he is, so
also are we in this world”.10 You are already glorified! Don’t believe me? Read
what the apostle Paul wrote in Romans chapter eight! Again, all that needs
healing is our sight.
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Encountering Jesus
This is a book of encounters with Jesus. In the pages that follow you will read
many stories of extraordinary people who have encountered Jesus Christ in a
remarkable way. I want to emphasize the truth that there is no such thing as an
ordinary person and there is never an unremarkable encounter with Jesus Christ!
This is not a book about the Christian Mystics of the past, but of the seemingly
ordinary Mystics you might meet in any church around the world. Nearly every
one of these accounts are from people with whom I’ve had conversations on my
podcast, Sozo Talk Radio. Some people might think these kinds of encounters
with Jesus described in this book are rare. In truth, I have found that the more
you simply talk to people about encountering Jesus, the more stories surface.
As you read the following accounts I want to encourage you to guard against
envy. Please don’t think, “Why them and not me?” We will all soon enough
realize the truth that we are One with our brother or sister in Christ. We can enter
into one another’s encounter and vicariously enjoy their experience as our own
with gratitude. You are part of the same body! So if something happens to any of
us, in some mysterious way, it happens to all of us!
“Whatever happens to one member happens to all. If one suffers, everyone
suffers. If one is honored, everyone rejoices.” — 1 Corinthians 12:26 TPT

Ask God for your own encounter. He wants to meet with you too! Be patient.
It will happen when you are ready.
Remember Jesus words to Thomas? He said, “You believe because you have
seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”11 Jesus doesn’t
appear to any one of us to convince us to believe, but he will reveal himself to
those who believe and love him. In fact, Jesus promises to manifest, reveal, show,
or disclose himself to those who love him (John 14:21).
We were all created to enjoy intimacy and real relationship with God. Of
course this can and will include an actual face to face encounter with Jesus! I
suppose that historically this has happened for most when a person passes on
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from their physical body. But as you will see, encountering Jesus doesn’t have to
wait until then… especially during an Awakening such as this!
I begin this book with my own adventure story of when Jesus Christ floated
through a wall into my room and shared some amazing things with me. Sound
exciting? It certainly was! Following that, we will hear a strikingly similar story
from Brian Simmons whom the Lord Jesus commissioned to do the work of
translating the Scriptures in a beautiful unique way in the Passion Translation.
Both Brian and I are passionate about partnering with God to see this Next
Great Awakening stirring in the hearts of all. Brian talks about how encountering
Jesus ignites a person with flames of glory to change the world.
I recently had a dream about the Awakening breaking out all over the world.
In my dream I saw the earth from a distance and a person represented bya flame
of glory, one who was lit up with the glory of God and the love of Jesus, on board
a plane that flew across the Atlantic landing in a city in Europe. The flames
spread. The city awakened. I was then shown America. My gaze focused on the
Eastern part of the country. The flames sparked up and spread everywhere with
some regions glowing with more intensity than others. I was aware that this was
happening everywhere!
“I have come to set the earth on fire. And how I long for every heart to be already
ablaze with this fiery passion for God!” — Jesus, Luke 12:49 TPT

THIS is the fire that Jesus longs to see kindled on the earth! THIS is what
heaven has been working toward all this time! The kingdom of God is
advancing. The leaven of Christ’s kingdom of love is permeating the dough of
this earth.12 The rock who is Christ is replacing all the kingdoms of this earth and
will become a mountain that fills the whole earth.13 The Scriptures are true. Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end!14
Disclaimer
Everyone featured in this book shares the same Theology. And yes, “Our
Theology has a bunch of holes. Two in his hands, two in his feet, and one in his
side.” (Tim Wright)
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Jesus Christ is Perfect Theology! Encountering Christ will eventually deal
with and dispel our hopelessly confused ideas and distorted images of God that
we all, even now, may still retain. Encountering and being in intimate
relationship with Jesus Christ,15 the One who is Perfect Theology, is the Way of
the Christian Mystic.16

New Wineskins for the New Wine
In the coming chapters we will explore many encounters with Jesus, visions,
and dreams from God. There will likely be something or another along the way
that’s going to stretch your faith. How flexible are you? Jesus explained our need
for flexibility in this way:
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine would burst the
wineskins, and the wine and the skins would both be lost. New wine calls for
new wineskins.” — Mark 2:22 NLT

New wineskins will stretch as the wine ages so they won’t burst and the
precious wine won’t be lost. What is this “new wine”? I believe this speaks of
revelation from God. What is God highlighting in this particular Awakening?
What are the various doctrines of his church that Jesus is correcting in this
particular Reformation? Revelation will be revealed to you by the gift of the
Anointing that teaches each and every one of us: the Spirit of Truth. Scriptures
reveal that you, as a believer, have that Anointing (1 John 2:27).
Jesus said to his disciples:
“There is so much more I would like to say to you, but it’s more than you can
grasp at this moment. But when the truth-giving Spirit comes, he will unveil the
reality of every truth within you.” — John 16:12-13 TPT

There is a phrase that Jesus said to Nicodemus that captures my imagination:
“If you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you
possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things.” — John 3:12 NLT
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This reminds me of a scene from a Ben Stiller movie, Night at the Museum,
where he tells a security guard named Brundon, “I’ve seen things you cannot
imagine”. Brundon’s response reflects my own wide eyed childlike response to
Jesus’s words about “heavenly things”.
“Like what kind of things?”
My imagination is stirred. Isn’t yours? Curiosity is the proper response for
any child of God. Jesus is delighted with our childlike response to the Mystery of
God. Jesus longs to reveal Himself, to reveal the Father, disclosing all the
Mysteries of heaven to those who are willing to receive his love.
So, are you willing to be a new wineskin? Jesus obviously isn’t inviting you
into deception. We are out of our minds if we think we can sincerely ask God for
Holy Spirit and end up with an evil spirit instead. Jesus put it this way:
“Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give
him a snake instead of a fish, will he? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not
give him a scorpion, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:11-13 NASB)

Your Father is Good. He gives the best gift imaginable, the Holy Spirit! Jesus
is your Good Shepherd who gave his life for you. Jesus would never dream of
throwing his sheep to the wolves! You can trust him. Jesus is inviting you into the
wild freedom of life in the Spirit!
“This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life.
It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?”
God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who
he is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going
to get what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly
what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we’re
certainly going to go through the good times with him.” (Romans 8:15-17

MSG)}
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Are you ready for the good times?

Prayer:
Take some time right now and invite Jesus to reveal himself to you. Do as the
Scriptures encourage us to do and come boldly to Jesus17. Let us, “Look away
from the natural realm and… fasten our gaze onto Jesus who birthed faith within
us and who leads us forward into faith’s perfection.”18
Jesus, I want to experience you. I want to know and experience the Father’s
heart. Thank you for creating me to be loved. I receive Your love. Thank you for
seeing me and desiring a relationship with me. Expand my heart to receive more
of you. We ask to be “under the influence” of the intoxicating love of the Father
and Presence of Holy Spirit. What’s next Papa?
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Mystical Encounter with Jesus
Daniel Lovett
Do you imagine God as demanding and strict, cold and distant, and
impossible to please? Or, do you see God as a devoted and engaged Father? A
friend who is joyful, fun-loving, and adventurous? My encounter with Jesus in
1998 flipped my script from the first depressing option and introduced me to the
life giving second option. Encountering Jesus propelled my journey down the
road of discovering that God is better than I ever imagined. Every encounter
with Jesus, whether big or small, realigns us with the beautiful reality of who
God is.
I was a young man of twenty-one serving full time on staff at a mission
organization called Gospel for Asia1. For the past nine months I had worked in
the home office in Carrollton, Texas. They trusted me with the keys of a teal
Nissan truck in which I made pickups and deliveries all over the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex. I also worked in the mailroom and answered phones. I enjoyed
that season of life but something troubling was brewing just beneath the surface.
You see, I had not processed or healed from the trauma of my parents’
divorce. I was a teenager with a front row seat to the carnage. When my parents
announced they were getting divorced it felt like the very fabric of the universe
was being torn apart… and it was.
I have since come to see that the fabric of the universe is love and faithfulness.
The loss of family shook me to the core. Some very traumatic things occurred at
that time that, in retrospect, caused me to shut down and reject myself. I
attempted to wall off my heart to any future pain. This was not the first or last
time that I “dealt with” pain in this manner. This caused a disconnect with God.
It was very hard for me to believe God loved me.
Most of the time I walked through life with a religious anxiety or existential
angst. If you recall the story of The Shack, I could relate to Mack before
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encountering God. Yes, the Great Sadness was already part of my daily life. And,
though often surrounded by other believers, I felt isolated and alone.
I had no one to confide in and certainly no one to help me through the issues
every young man faces. The worst part was feeling so disconnected from this
God I was trying so hard to serve and to please. I was at the end of my rope and
feeling the burn around my neck.
On the afternoon of February 15th 1998, I was driving home after playing bass
for a concert at a nursing home. I was feeling so desperate that I just knew I
couldn't go home. So instead, I drove to my church at Calvary Chapel in Dallas
and parked in the empty lot. As I sat there, all of my anguish and frustration
boiled to the surface. I hit and shook the steering wheel in frustration, "God,
please help me!” I screamed.
Though the lot was empty I decided to walk to the church anyway. I
needed to talk to someone. I knocked loudly and waited — not expecting anyone
to come, but then, someone did. A man I had met before was at the church. I had
remembered him from a Bible study and I felt I could trust him.
He invited me in and we sat down and talked. I told him about all the things I
was feeling and struggling with and about how desperate and depressed I felt.
He encouraged me with a Scripture in John chapter three about how those who
come to the light love the truth, while those who hate the truth avoid the light.
He said, "Daniel, you are coming to the light. This is good." And then, he prayed
for me. Honestly, I didn't feel any better at the time. I left still feeling depressed.
Anointing & Commissioning
Later that night as I lay in bed, I began praying. I prayed for a neighbor girl
and a few others. I thought about praying in tongues. It was something I had
heard about and even tried but I was never fully convinced it was real or that I
even “had the gift”. I tried it anyway and wondered if what I was saying was
actually a language or if I was making it up.
As I “prayed in tongues” something amazing and miraculous started
happening. The praying suddenly grew more intense and forceful and soon
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became so loud that I thought for sure I would wake my mom and brothers! I
knew this was real!
And then, the most awesome thing happened. The Lord Jesus in His glorious
presence came right through the wall and into my room! I cannot express to you
how tangible this was. Brimming and radiating with effervescent glory and
holiness, the very Being of God was in my room! All my burdens lifted in a
moment as Perfect Peace enveloped me.
The Lord's Presence, the anointing of the Holy Spirit, coursed through my
body starting at the top of my head and moving to my toes and then back again.
It was like a whole body energy scan. Every cell in my body was quickened and
made alive as I was anointed with liquid love. In that moment Jesus
commissioned me and gave me my calling: “Daniel, I have called you to
proclaim my Name."
When Jesus told me telepathically that I would “proclaim his Name,” his
words carried with them a depth of meaning and understanding. I recalled
Psalm 22 which revealed the Son of God’s purpose and calling, "I will proclaim
your name to my brothers and sisters. I will praise you among your assembled
people."2
Jesus was commissioning me to convey his essence and nature, his heart and
character, to others. I would represent Jesus and show others what he is truly
like.
I understood in that moment that this is all about glory — representing God’s
glory. Carrying God’s aura. Living it. Moving in it. Breathing it in and out to the
world. His glory!
It's hard to explain, but I knew that His Name was His Presence and that my
calling was to share His Name, His Presence, with others.
God showed me that the next day I would go to a certain building to make a
delivery. He gave me a vision of a man standing outside that building smoking a
cigarette. I was to give this man a simple message: "Tell him that I love him".
As God’s visceral manifest Presence receded, the sad normal state of my selfconsciousness crashed back upon me like the Red sea on Pharaoh’s army. I
believe it was really a plethora of evil spirits. “Oh no, not you again,” I moaned. I
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wished I could have stayed in His Presence, it was so amazing! Of course I now
know that we can indeed learn to live and abide in His Presence and in fact we
never really ever leave it!
The following day I didn't remember what God had told me about the
building, the man, or the message I was to deliver… that is, until I arrived at the
building. I had never been to this particular building before but I instantly
recognized it as the vision suddenly came flooding back into my mind.
My heart began to race. ‘Will he be there?’ I wondered. ‘If he is here, I will do
it,’ I promised myself. I parked the truck and approached the building both
excited and nervous.
Sure enough, the man from my vision stood there leaning against the wall
smoking a cigarette just as the Lord had shown me. His name was Jacob. I said to
him, "You will probably think I'm crazy, but I am a Christian and last night God
came to me and told me to tell you that He loves you."
Jacob seemed to take it seriously, and I truly do hope it made a difference in
his life. I then walked inside the building feeling a bit silly but also knowing that
something quite amazing was happening here.
Hitchhiking Adventure With God
Later that same day my best friends Rob and Katie from Gospel for Asia
invited me to join them for a road trip to New Orleans to share Jesus with people
at Mardi Gras. "Wow!" I thought. "Of course I will go!" I was really excited and at
worship practice that night I shared the news of my upcoming adventure with
Rich, an older awesome brother in Christ that I served with on the worship team.
The next day at the office, Rob approached me and informed me that the
plans had fallen through for the trip to New Orleans. Immediately after he told
me this, I heard the Lord whisper to me, "But I have called you to go."
I was so excited! I didn't know how I would get there but I knew that in a
week or so I would be in New Orleans. So help me God!
During that week I had some really wonderful times with the Lord. The day
before I was to leave I was back at worship practice again. By this time I had
decided that I would hitchhike. Without explanation, I told the worship leader
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that I wouldn't be playing that Sunday. Rich, still assuming I would be traveling
with my friends, took me aside and prayed for me and for God's anointing and
blessing on my journey.
So, instead of participating in the worship practice, I got alone with God. I
read for a while from the book of Acts and talked with God. It was then that the
Lord told me to leave the next morning at four. I told him, "Lord, if you get me
up at four in the morning, I will go."
I did not set an alarm that night.
My mom woke me the next morning. The sun was shining through the
window. She told me she was going to a bible study at church. Our church was
across town and would be a much better place to start hitchhiking from. So I told
her of my plan and that I still felt the Lord wanted me to go and asked for a ride
to church. She told me, "No, God has closed that door. You can just pray from
here if you feel that strongly about it."
That took the wind out of my sails. I sat there in my room not knowing what
to do next. I looked over at my alarm clock and it was blinking 3:45! Apparently,
at some time in the night, the power had gone out and the clock had started over!
Oh my goodness, fifteen minutes to go!
I looked in the mirror after brushing my teeth and knew I couldn't face myself
in a mirror again if I did not join the Lord on this adventure. So I picked up my
New King James New Testament and flipped through it looking for some
encouragement. I finally stumbled on a verse that simply said, "You are Christ's."3
That was all I needed. If I belong to Christ, then he has the right to do
whatever he pleases with what is his. Even if it means to send me on dangerous
missions to dangerous places... all alone. But I wouldn't be alone, would I? Christ
was with me! The clock blinked 3:55.
I wrote a hurried note to my mom that read, "Where God closes a door, he
opens a window." I then took my bible, a map, an apple, and all my money (all
eleven dollars) and, to avoid questions from my brothers who were in the living
room, I left through the window… to be continued
———————
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Looking back over my story a few decades later I can see how driven I was to
please God and have him “use” me. This only led to more trouble later, since it
took me many more years to come to the perspective that God doesn’t “use”
anyone. God isn’t interested in “using” us. Would any loving father want to
“use” their children?4 Does a father need a baby to do something to earn their
love? Are parents not pleased with their children until they are of an age to be
useful?
What if God is already pleased? What if there is nothing to earn? What if our
starting point is the same as Jesus’ when the Father said, “My son, whom I love,
in whom I am well pleased”?
Instead of us starting from a place of lack, I believe that God affirms us as his
beloved sons and daughters. Once rooted firmly in that love, God will invite us
to participate with him in the “work” of the kingdom for our mutual joy. The
work is going to feel like rest and play if we are doing it right. That’s been my
experience.
I am reminded of a time when I had just finished up a morning concert at a
nursing home. The Lord suggested that I drop in to another facility that I had not
planned on and visit with the folks and share a few songs.
“I’m pretty tired God. I think I just want to go home.” I protested.
God spoke to my heart, “Okay son, you can do whatever you like.”
There was no trace of judgment or shame. I was completely off the hook. In
that moment I could relate to something my friend Florian Berndt has said,
“Raise the dead or take a nap. You are loved just the same.”
As I started the drive home I began to wonder, ‘What would happen if I went?
What blessing is in store for me and the residents if I go?’
I took a u-turn.
It turned out to be a very joy filled and encouraging experience for all…
especially me.
Prayer:
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God thank you for meeting us in our desperate places. You are a devoted and
engaged Father and friend who is joyful, fun-loving, and adventurous. We trust
you.
(The rest of Daniel’s ensuing hitchhiking adventure with God can be found
after the Appendix. I encourage you to join the Christian Mystic Facebook
community page @ www.facebook.com/themysticalchristian. Daniel’s blog can
be found at: www.daniellovett.com)

18
“Those who truly love me are those who obey my commands. Whoever
passionately loves me will be passionately loved by my Father. And I will
passionately love you in return and will manifest my life within you.” — John
14:21 TPT
“And now you must repent and turn back to God so that your sins will be
removed, and so that times of refreshing will stream from the Lord’s presence.
And he will send you Jesus, the Messiah, the chosen one for you. For he must
remain in heaven until the restoration of all things” — Acts 3:19-21 TPT

Divine Visitation
Brian Simmons
Brian Simmons was commissioned by Jesus to do the work of translating the
Scriptures in a beautiful unique way in the Passion Translation. He is both
sensitive and obedient to Holy Spirit which has led many people to encounter
Christ for themselves. I believe he is a key player in this next Great Awakening.
Connect with with him on Facebook for inspiring Bible studies or visit his
website Passion and Fire: www.passionandfire.com
After reading The Passion Translation I reached out to Brian to interview him
on the podcast I host called Sozo Talk Radio (www.sozotalkradio.com). Here is a
transcript of a portion of that interview:
It was 1971. I was a drug addicted young man facing problems on my right
and left. During that season in my life I came to know gloriously the Lord Jesus
Christ. He didn’t appear to me, but within my heart the strange warming of faith
grew, and I knew that Jesus was real and calling my name and bringing me to
himself. So began the journey.
My wife and I were career missionaries in the jungle of Central and South
America with the Piacuna people. While there I was a church planter and as a
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linguist I helped finalize the alphabet with a Wycliffe translator. I helped with the
translating project of the Bible into the Piacuna language and saw it completed.
I was, at that time, not even theologically believing that God would appear or
speak. For me to hear God would be reading the Bible. And of course that’s
where we hear God’s voice and nothing will ever contradict the Word of God
but, when God speaks, it can often contradict our opinion of the Word of God.
Jesus audibly spoke to me and commissioned my wife and I to return to the
United States. He said I am calling you back to North America. I am going to
send revival to the nations, and you are going to be a part of it. After our return
to the States the village we had served at was overrun with people with
automatic weapons. They kidnapped the missionary men that I put in place and
then they killed them. My best friends are martyrs.
So now we were back in the U.S. pastoring in New England for eighteen
years. God spoke to me again, not audibly, but he speaks to me inwardly, and
told me to turn the church over. So we did that and gave it to a younger
leadership team. Then I prayed, “Lord, what do you want me to do?”
I had a Divine visitation in the middle of the night where the One that I love
walked through my wall and woke me. He breathed on me. It felt like a kiss from
heaven. It felt like heaven’s wind, the Ruach, the breath of God came upon me.
When he breathed on me I felt downloads of revelation coming instantly. I
received a better connection to both hear him better and to understand the
Scriptures. He said, “I am calling you to do this translation project. I am
commissioning you.” He promised he would help me and that he would give me
secrets.
For some reason that seems to bother people, that God has secrets that he will
give to his people. But the Scripture says that, “the secret of the Lord is with
those who fear him.” And I fear God and I love Him.
Jesus also promised that I would have persecution that would be
commensurate with the notoriety of the Passion Translation. In other words, the
more it’s known, the more there would be opposition to it. He prepared me for
that and told me that he would help me in every way.
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That was one of the few times I have seen the glory of the Lord Jesus. The
blinding, radiant, beauty of the Lord Jesus that always changes you. You will
never be the same person.
Jesus is appearing to people all over the world. Don’t think it strange that
Jesus, who appeared to his disciples after his resurrection, who also appeared to
Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus even after his ascension, is even now
appearing and has throughout church history.
Jesus appears, he manifests. He is the man of both realms. He is human and
Divine so he enters into this world, and he comes like he did to Abraham. He
will come to his servants.
Now he comes to Muslim Imams. I know of many stories in the Muslim faith
where Isa, Jesus, is appearing. The man in white is coming to Muslims. He has
appeared to people who are involved with what’s known as the New Age
movement. He comes as the man of light. He brings them into faith and out of
what they thought was real into what is really Real. And Jesus is doing the same
with his followers.
That’s not to say that if you haven’t had Jesus come to you then you are
second rate. No, and it doesn’t mean that the ones that he has come to are any
better than anyone else. But Jesus is on a mission to change the world. He has a
strategy and a plan. And he has his servants in place, at the right place. Every
one of you reading this right now. You are in the right place for God to partner
with you to change the world and for the Lord himself to manifest to you.
So for God to appear to you is not a merit badge or a trophy. He has indeed
come, and when he has come to me it has been so epic, so life changing. Even my
family sees the difference. Those that know me and love me have seen the
change that standing before the man of glory will affect on you.
I cannot even imagine the joy of the disciples who walked with him and then,
after his resurrection, had so many encounters with him.
Encounters with Jesus are the miracle grow in the last days move of God.
Never discount the fact that Jesus can come to you, turn it all around, and he can
stand before a person and ignite them with flames of glory to change the world
forever.
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One person can change the world if they’ve been with Jesus.
The Fruit of Love
To validate whether your experience or my experience was really Jesus, the
true Jesus of the Bible, look at the fruit that has come. Has it made you a better
father and husband? I know it will. Has it changed me into a different man? Yes.
That encounter has changed me and my ministry forever. The fruit of love is the
fruit of the Holy Spirit. The other eight “fruits” are expressions of love. They are
love on display, love at rest, love rejoicing, love under restraint. And all of those
nine “fruit” of the Spirit are traced back to this mega theme of the love of God.
Encountering the Consuming Fire of God
Another life changing encounter with Jesus occurred one day as I sat on the
edge of my bed praying. I was in the midst of telling the Lord how much I loved
him, how much I wanted him, and how much I wanted to be a pastor who
would love others with the love of Christ. I acknowledged my failures in that
and my need for the love of God to fuel my love for others.
Suddenly, the wall five feet in front of me melted and walking through the
wall came a Light so intense and so bright. The beautiful glory of God appeared
as a ball of light and the One I love was inside of this light. I had no doubt who
this was and you wouldn’t either if it happened to you. It was so supernaturally
pure, holy and exalting of heaven.
I couldn’t focus my eyes on the light. It was so bright and all I could do was to
hide my face. I still felt the light piercing through me.
He breathed on me and gave me a fire that stepped into my heart.
I screamed and I said, “Lord, help me! Give the grace to endure this!” And for
what seemed like twenty minutes that light just burned through my life. It
burned up some things that needed to be burned up. It exposed some things that
needed to be exposed. And from that encounter I became a different person.
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I actually got to the point where I had to say, “Lord, you’re going to have to
lift this from me. I’m going to die. My wife will come home later and find dust
and ashes on the floor and sweep it up not realizing that it is me.”
I just felt like I was going to be consumed in this fire.
After this I went to the grocery store to get milk for the family. As I passed
through the store, whenever anyone came within a ten or twelve foot radius
around me, they would fall to the floor. I really didn’t know what what was
happening until I realized that this was the Presence of the One who came to my
room just a few minutes before. His Presence was clinging to me. His Presence
was on me that day.
I then remembered that I had to speak at the chapel for the children at the
school at our church. I went to the church and walked into the office. The entire
staff just froze and stared at me. One finally said, “What happened to you?” I
said, “I’ll tell you later. I have to go speak in chapel.”
As soon as I came into the auditorium of the chapel, every one of the children,
about fifty to sixty kids, every one of them fell down under the power of God.
They were shaking and crying. Many of them reported seeing angels. Some were
being taken up into heavenly visions.
I was undone for months following this encounter and it affected our church
powerfully. The glory of God was so intense that people couldn’t stand. We had
many services where people could not get past the atrium to get into the
building. They were moved so powerfully. We had people who were knocked to
the ground by God’s power. Some could not even get into their cars to drive.
They were so stunned by God’s manifest Presence.
I think this was a foretaste of what we are going to see in the nations. We will
see the Presence of God increase in such a way that no one will be so foolish as to
take the glory for themselves. No one will be so foolish so as to control it, or use
it, or merchandise it. This move will be the steel punch of God coming in
Awakening power and Divine glory that rivals anything we see in the Bible. I do
believe in a Great powerful Awakening and Reformation. We will see stadiums
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filled with Jesus lovers worshiping God and it won’t matter who the preacher or
worship leader is. There will be One focus and reason we gather… Jesus!
I have had dreams of this. I have been taken into heaven and shown a
measure of what the Lord is planning for this generation. This will rock the earth
and television stations will be filming meetings for free. Networks will be
broadcasting the miraculous and jaw dropping manifestations of God’s Presence.
Evangelists will be back into focus. They will operate in the purity of the likes of
Billy Graham and operate in the authority of the apostle Paul.
The glory of heaven is kissing the earth and there will be a great harvest of
souls. The best wine is saved for last.
Prayer:
Jesus, we want you. Just to be with you is our mission. This is our purpose.
This is our desire. We ask for the fruit of the Holy Spirit — all the ways love
manifests — to overflow from our lives as we simply position our hearts to be
loved by you. Manifest yourself within us just as you promised and ignite us
with flames of glory!
May we host your Presence well. We pray for an encounter with your glory
that exposes what needs exposing. May your all-consuming refiners fire burn
away all that is not of love’s kind in our lives. Let only that which bows to Jesus
and serves love remain. Jesus, we pray for a baptism of fire.
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"I am contending for you that …you experience the revelation of God’s great
mystery—Christ."
- The Apostle Paul1

"The Christian of the future will be a mystic or he will not exist at all."
- Karl Rahner

“The Christian of the next Reformation will be a mystic.”
- Fr. Richard Rohr

The Christian Mystic
Author Friar Richard Rohr simply defines a mystic as one who has
experiential knowledge of God. It’s interesting to note that this is also precisely
how Jesus defines eternal life!
“Eternal life means to know and experience you as the only true God, and to
know and experience Jesus Christ, as the Son whom you have sent.” — Jesus,
John 17:3 TPT

As Jesus defined it, eternal life is not something we receive when we die, but
eternal life is Someone with whom we are experiencing relationship now. Jesus
himself is defined in Scripture as eternal life!
“And we know that the Son of God has made our understanding come alive so
that we can know by experience the One who is true. And we are in him who is
true, God’s Son, Jesus Christ—the true God and eternal life.” —1 John 5:20 TPT
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Exploring the Word “Christian”
Christians were originally described as “followers of the Way” (Acts 24:14).
This is because Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6) . The
term “Christian” was first used in Antioch (Acts 11:26) and means “follower of
Christ, or Anointed One.”
There is a theologian whom I admire and respect who wonders if the term
Christian is too worn out to be useful anymore in today’s world. He suggests
that emphasis should rather be placed on being a follower of Jesus not just
settling for what the label Christian has devolved into. For instance, he argued
that one could be a New Age follower of Jesus, a Buddhist follower of Jesus, a
Muslim follower of Jesus, a Doaist follower of Jesus… heck, you could even be a
Christian follower of Jesus! The point is to actually follow Jesus.
I agree that the word Christian has been defamed by those who have “taken
the Name in vain” and acted in ways very contrary to the Way of Jesus. One only
has to recall the Crusades or Christian cult leaders or the easy to despise money
hungry televangelists or any known “Christian” who failed miserably at actually
following and presenting Jesus in a good light.
As the Indian philosopher Bara Dada said,
“Jesus is ideal and wonderful, but you Christians, you are not like him.”

Or as Scriptures put it,
“No wonder the Scriptures say, “The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God
because of you.” — Romans 2:24 NLT

Personally I am humbled and honored to be worthy of bearing the Name of
Christ. One only has to recall the One who bore the Name to restore honor to the
Name of Christ. Recall the One who never failed to love anyone and everyone.
The One who said, “Father forgive them,” to those who were torturing and
murdering him. The One who bore the sins of humanity “who is the Savior of all
people and particularly of all believers” (1 Timothy 4:10 NLT).
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And then I remember the believers in many parts of the world who have
suffered and continue to suffer terribly for bearing the Name of Christ. Theres a
story Nancy Coen shares of one pastor whose son had his head cut off in front of
him because he refused to deny Jesus Christ. She tells of another story of man in
India who after a very powerful encounter with Jesus began preaching in an area
very highly controlled by Hinduism. He was thrown out of the country but
snuck back in and won a hundred people to Jesus in a small village.
The authorities found him, broke into a home meeting, arrested him and
imprisoned him. Every day for one hundred days they brought one of his
converts in and placed a gun to their head and said, “If you do not deny Christ
I’m going to blow their head off.” He watched them all, one by one, be murdered
before his eyes. Finally his children were brought in as well. His son urged him
not to deny Jesus before they shot him in the head as well.2
It’s stories like this that cause us to have a deep respect and honor the Name
of Christ once again. Nancy Coen shares about how there have been more people
come to Christ in the last seven years (since 2019) than have come to Christ in the
last 2000 years. There have also been twice the amount of people paying the price
with their life for their faith than in the last 2000 years. We are truly in an
Awakening!
Yes Christians must actually know Christ and be filled with the Spirit of
Christ if we have any chance of giving a correct estimate of (or glorifying) Jesus
Christ. God would have it no other way. I once read in the Gospel of Mark that
the disciples were first called to “be with him”, and then go out to preach. After
Jesus resurrection and ascension, when Peter and the apostles were changing the
world, the council of priests who opposed took note and remarked that the
disciples “had been with Jesus”. “Being” with Jesus is still the only thing that will
change the world for the better.
True Christians are those who experientially know God, will express their
faith through love, and who are filled with the Spirit of Christ. They will look like
Jesus. They will love like Jesus.
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Interestingly, I have come across stories of others who have walked with Jesus
for some time yet never knew his name. They are delighted when they discover
his name is Jesus!
Evangelist Billy Graham was once sharing the Gospel with a Buddhist monk.
The man patiently listened to a lengthy presentation. Billy Graham finally asked
him if he would like to receive Jesus Christ. The man replied, “The story you've
told me today? I've known the truth of that story my entire life - I just never
knew the name Jesus. Thank you.”3
Nancy Coen shares a story of when she went with a team to share Jesus with a
tribe of cannibals. Surprisingly, the Lord Jesus led her to share his message about
eating his flesh and drinking his blood. One man, spear in hand, began jumping
up and down exuberantly, stabbing his spear up at the heavens. He would then
fall down on the ground and roll around and laugh and cry and sing and dance
in total ecstasy.
Nancy asked the interpreter to go and learn why this man had reacted this
way. The interpreter returned with tears in his eyes and said, “This man, since he
was eight years old, has walked these jungles with the Spirit of Light and Spirit
of Revelation. He just never knew his name. Today, you told him his name.”
Nancy asked the Lord, “Are you trying to tell me that that man knows you?”
Jesus replied, “Oh yes. He knows me much better than you do.”4
Jesus said, “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my
disciples (followers)” (John 13:35 NLT). Our transformation by Holy Spirit will be
revealed by our love.
Jesus drove this point home further and revealed how inclusive the kingdom
is to all who have learned love in his parable of the sheep and goats! The people
represented by the sheep in his story were surprised that they were embraced by
Christ and when they asked him about it he told them that whenever they
showed love to the least of these that they were showing love to him!5
Exploring the Word “Mystic”
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Church history would not be complete or as rich without her mystics. The
word mystic and mysticism are derived from The Greek noun μυστήριον
(mystḗrion) and its related adjective μυστικός (mystikós) which simply means, “a
secret, mystery, or hidden thing”.
Jesus Christ himself used the word mystḗrion to describe the secret of the
Kingdom of God. It is interesting to note that Jesus Christ declared at his trial
that he never taught anything in secret! Yes, the secret of the Kingdom of God has
been publicly declared. However, if you recall, Jesus preached to the public in
parables… in stories. The meaning was hidden from outsiders but was explained
to the insiders, his disciples, his friends.
While the secret has been made public, it still requires revelation from God
and experiencing the secret for yourself to know what the secret really is. Once
you have experienced the secret, the Scriptures will come to life in a whole new
way. They will confirm your experience and the revelations will just keep
coming!
The apostle Paul was so fond of the word mystḗrion that he used it over
twenty five times in his writing. One of my favorite passages where the apostle
Paul uses this word is found in his letter to the Colossians:
"I am contending for you that your hearts will be wrapped in the comfort of
heaven and woven together into love’s fabric. This will give you access to all the
riches of God as you experience the revelation of God’s great mystery (mystḗrion)
—Christ. For our spiritual wealth is in him, like hidden treasure waiting to be
discovered—heaven’s wisdom and endless riches of revelation knowledge." —
Colossians 2:2-3 TPT

Christ is God’s great mystery! I love how Paul describes Christ as “heaven’s
wisdom and endless riches of revelation knowledge”. I always like to emphasize
the relational aspect of the way Scripture will often use the word “knowledge”.
This is not just about acquiring more facts, but about coming to know and
experience a Person — which also includes relationship with all who are “in
Christ” whom the Scriptures reveal as Christ’s inheritance, the saints, the holy
ones, or, as I like to say, the host of heaven! Put simply, if you are hosting heaven
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(Christ), than you are among the host of heaven! Because, “heaven is not so much
of a place as it is a Person.”
So using this term “mystic” is simply a historic (and fun) way of describing a
rich abundant life experiencing deep and intimate friendship with the Mystery of
God who is Jesus Christ.
Friendship With God
Of all the metaphors for our relationship with God in Scripture, friendship
was the one that I was most drawn to. When I heard you could be a friend of
God I was intrigued.
‘You mean to say that I can be a friend of God? ‘
‘Yes! Of course’, I imagine the Divine reply, ‘What do you think you were
created for? You are created to be my companions, my children, my family, my
friends.’
When I read the following Scripture it echoed this deepest desire of my heart.
To experience friendship with God!
“So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our
Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.” — Romans 5:11 NLT

This verse got highlighted circled, underlined, memorized and shared with
thousands at my concerts over the years. Of course God respects your free will
on the matter when it comes to your own personal experience of this truth and
reality. I suppose you could decide not to rejoice. You could decide you’d rather
not be his friend. It is still up to you to take him up on his offer of friendship and
“open the door to Jesus” each and every day. God never forces himself upon any
one of us. This is why Jesus says to his followers — to Christians:
"Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.” — Revelation 3:20
NLT

I think about that beautiful scene from the movie The Shack6 where Mack is
sitting around the table enjoying a wonderful meal and conversation together
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with Papa, Jesus, and Holy Spirit. What a picture of the exquisite, deep, and
lovely friendship that God desires to have with you! Doesn’t that capture your
imagination? Don’t you want that? I sure do!
A Christian Mystic is a friend of God. God confides in his friends. God trusts
his friends with the secrets of his heart. Isn’t that beautiful?
Jesus said to his followers:
“This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved
you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you slaves, because a
master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told
you everything the Father told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I
appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my command: Love each other.” —
John 15:12-17 NLT

All of us can read Jesus’ words for ourselves in the above Scripture: “You are
my friends if…” So yes, as we can see from the context, there is a condition to
experiencing friendship with Jesus.
Love.
Thankfully, we are never without love for we could never escape our own
identity!
Remember who you are!
You are created by God who is Love in the very same image and likeness of
God who is Love. This has never not been true of you. This has always been true
of you.
But what if I don’t feel loving? What if my love isn’t genuine and I feel like
I’m “faking” it? What if I feel completely bankrupt when it comes to love?
There is nothing fake about our truest identity. All that needs healing is our
mind. This is why Scripture encourages us to renew our mind.
Scripture reveals that, “we love… because he loved us first” (1 John 4:19 NLT).
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We love God because he first loved us. We love each other because he first
loved us. So essentially, all that Jesus expects and asks of us is to be a good
receiver of love!
“It is the primary responsibility of every human being to simply let God love you.”
Everything flows from being a good receiver of God’s Love for you. We all
have an infinite Source who is Love. This is the supply from which we love. We
are branches in the vine of Love. The Life of Christ flows in and bears fruit in all
who remain connected to that Source. This is why Jesus encourages us to “abide”
or “remain” in his love (John 15). The whole of Johns message is about abiding in
God’s Love.
“We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is
love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” —1
John 4:16 NASB

God is reawakening our hearts to love. God loves us perfectly. In fact, it’s
quite brilliant to realize from Scripture that God loves you as much as he loves
Jesus!7 You share in and receive the same love that the Father and the Son share
together. Jesus has single handedly established you in union with God and with
the love of God.
Jesus invites us all to enjoy the friendship he has already established with us.
This is the starting point. God has already reconciled you and made every single
one of you his friend! And as the Scripture joyfully declares, “And you also were
included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation” (Ephesians 1:13 NIV).
God Has Secrets For You!
Jesus said to his followers:
“You are permitted to understand the secret (mystḗrion) of the Kingdom of God.
But I use parables for everything I say to outsiders.” — Mark 4:11 NLT
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God invites us to ask:
“Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to
come.” — Jeremiah 33:3 NLT

How do we become someone Jesus will entrust his heart and secrets with? It
starts with realizing the truth that you already are!
I will likely be reminding you throughout this book that Jesus actually pulled
something off for us on the cross. He actually seemed to think he accomplished
something when he said, “It is finished.”
You have been fully reconciled!
The psalmist writes:
“The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, And He will make them
know His covenant.” — Psalm 25:14 NASB

How amazing is that? The LORD (YHWH, The “I AM”) will share his “secret”
with those who fear him and he will reveal his covenant to them. Some
translations have rendered this verse, “the friendship of the LORD is for those
who fear him”.8
So what does it mean to fear the LORD? What is his “secret”? What is his
covenant? All good questions. According to this verse, God will personally reveal
all those answers to you!
I have heard some Bible teachers explain that the word for “fear of the LORD”
as the Bible uses it, means to “reverentially trust God”. I love this word trust.
Trust forms the basis of any and every relationship and relationship with
Mystery is what eternal life is. This the Way of the Christian Mystic.
Prayer
Jesus, thank you for showing me that I can trust you completely with the title
deed of my heart. I trust you with my heart right now. Thank you that you have
already established me as your friend. Train my heart to value and invest all my
life and energies in intimacy with you!
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Thank you for reading this excerpt from
The Christian Mystic!
Stay Connected!
I am excited for you to encounter Jesus for yourself! Join the Christian Mystic
community page at: www.facebook.com/themysticalchristian
You can also join the the Christian Mystic group page to join the conversation
and dive in deeper: https://www.facebook.com/groups/mysticalchristian/
Daniel Lovett’s music can be found at: www.reflectworship.com or
www.reflect.bandcamp.com
Connect to Sozo Talk Radio, hosted by Daniel Lovett: www.sozotalkradio.com
Daniel Lovett’s Blog: www.daniellovett.com
❤ If you want to support all that I am doing with nursing home ministry,
episodes on Sozo Talk Radio and all our worship music we produce you can join
the team and become a patron @ www.patreon.com/reflectworship
Free download of this book and all our music we are releasing (at the very
least a new song a month) to all our patrons!
Please contact me, Daniel Lovett, and let me know how you enjoyed this book
@ reflectworshipmusic@gmail.com
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